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This summer research project will take place over the course of the entire summer. From 
May 2020 until late August 2020, I will continue the process of sorting and tagging weekly 
photographs from 35 camera trap locations. This will involve downloading unsorted files onto 
my personal computer from LMU Box and uploading sorted files once completed. As photos are 
routinely collected and uploaded by Dr. Weaver every week, this is an ongoing process with 
which I must stay up-to-date throughout the summer. 
Starting in September 2020, I will then begin analyzing the data collected by this summer 
project of camera tagging. This will involve an examination of the mesopredator release 
hypothesis (MRH) between coyotes and mesopredators in Culver City, California. Throughout 
the fall, I will quantify and analyze the degree of urbanization of the camera trap locations as 
they relate to the MRH. I will also use the data from this project to analyze significance of the 
MRH for songbird populations or other prey groups. I may also incorporate effects of COVID-19 
on animal populations in my senior thesis project if there is sufficient evidence to do so. 
In the spring of 2021, I will present my conclusions at the Spring 2021 Undergraduate 
Research Symposium. I will also submit a final senior thesis paper to the University Honors 
Program and the Department of Biology at LMU. 
